The Malmö model: a problem-based learning curriculum in undergraduate dental education.
A new undergraduate dental curriculum was introduced in Malmö in 1990 which is based on problem-based learning (PBL). The principles of PBL are strongly influenced by evidence from cognitive psychology and they form the educational strategy throughout the whole curriculum. Two further essential principles underpin the curriculum: a holistic attitude to patient care, and the promotion of oral health. Basic sciences and clinical dentistry are integrated within a structure based on oral conditions prevalent in the community. Students are encouraged to build their new knowledge, understanding and skills into the context of what they have already learned. This approach is facilitated by the presentation of conceptual models, one of which, The Oral Ecosystem is described in detail. The educational programme also gives students opportunities to learn in the clinical context from an early stage, and we endeavour to promote a scientific attitude from the very beginning of the programme. This paper describes the curriculum at three organisational levels (whole curriculum, single course, individual week).